
JULY/AUGUST 2025

OSOYOOS ODYSSEY
CLUB DRIVE REPORTS

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE TORONTO 



TABLE OF CONTENTS

President’s Column.............................................2

Editor’s Column.................................................3

Osoyoos Getaway.....................................4

Porsche Experience Centre Toronto................14

CancerCare Donat ion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

Winnipeg River Heritage Museum Drive............19

St. Leon Wind Farm Drive............................20

Classi f ied Ads. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

Ad Index/Contacts/Meeting Schedule.................23

On the Cover...  Osoyoos Drive! Photo by Anna Fuller 

P
R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

’S
  C

O
L

U
M

N
P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
’S

 C
O

L
U

M
N

2

If you know someone who owns a 
Porsche, why not ask them to join the 

Club? 

Contact Our Membership Chair 

Membership@redriverpca.org

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

April 2025

Primary Members 184

Affiliate Members 106

Total Membership 290

PCA National:  164,744 members 

Ron Demmers - 2009 Boxster

Gary Koralewicz - 2014 Cayman

Darrell Overwater & Kathy Chan - 2025 718 
Spyder RS

Welcome Our New Members!

On June 10th, I had the privilege of 
attending the grand opening of the 
Porsche Experience Centre Toronto 
(PEC)—a truly unforgettable evening 
that raised the bar for what a launch 
event can be. PCA Presidents from all 
Canadian regions were invited, and 
Porsche didn't hold back in showcasing 

what makes this new facility a standout addition to the 
global Porsche network.

From the moment I arrived, the excitement was palpable. 
Both parking lots were filled with curated enthusiast cars 
from across the GTA—rare models, special editions, and 
vehicles you just don't see every day. It was a moving 
museum of Porsche passion.

Nearly 300 guests attended the event, including General 
Managers from every Porsche Centre in Canada and other 
invited dignitaries. The event was as polished and 
premium as the brand itself. Food stations featured 
regional specialties from across the country. Manitoba 
was deliciously represented by a beet heirloom salad.

PEC  is purpose-built to host large-scale events. Its 
spacious terrace overlooks the dynamic track and staging 
area, where close to 50 Porsches—spanning nearly every 
model and variation—were either on display or in action. 
The atmosphere blended Porsche performance with 
hospitality at its finest.

After dark, the opening ceremony kicked off with a 
stunning laser light show. Lasers danced across the track, 
shot across the cars, and projected onto the building. 
Meanwhile, a choreographed parade of Porsches circled 
the track and skid pad, their taillights and exhausts 
glowing through clouds of tire smoke, all perfectly timed 
to an epic soundtrack. For 30 minutes, it felt like a scene 
from a futuristic motorsport film. Simply spectacular.

Behind the scenes, the facility is just as impressive. With 
over 50 professional drivers under contract and a fleet of 
cars, the infrastructure is deep. Beneath the main centre 
lies a dedicated service garage, tire and wheel centre, 
locker rooms, and driver staging areas—the kind of 
behind-the-curtain detail that reveals the scale and 
ambition of this operation.

PEC isn't just a new building; it's a new benchmark for 
brand experience in Canada. And it's ready to welcome 
Porsche fans from across the country.

Rob
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flatsixes.com

NEW ADDRESS
75 ARCHIBALD STREET

A cautionary tale!

As many of you know my daily 
driver is a 2024 Volkswagen GTI. 
Last year I found out that model 
year 2024 was to be the last year 
for GTIs with a manual 
transmission (I know). So I 

decided to trade my dual-clutch-equipped 2028 Audi S3 
for a car with front-wheel drive and 50 fewer 
horsepower. The GTI is slower, but lighter, and with the 
manual transmission it’s so much more fun than the 
serious S3.

Anyway one of the things about GTIs (and I’ve owned 
three) is that they come from the factory riding like 4x4s. 
You could fit your fist into the fender gap. I don’t know 
why this is (the S3 was also an MQB-platform VAG car 
but had a sensible ride height) but it looks terrible and 
drives me crazy. So one of the first things I did was 
contact a local speed shop I’d dealt with before, and 
order up a set of H&R springs and mild spacers for 
“better low.”

The springs got installed, the car was about an inch 
lower and rode a bit firmer, I was a happy camper, it 
looks great. This was a bit over a year ago.

But starting a few months ago, the car started have 
random intermittent dashboard meltdowns. Warning 
chimes would sound and ominous warnings of failure 
would appear on the dash - front and rear parking sensor 
failure, lane-change warning failure, electronic parking 
brake failure, TPMS failure, suspension failure, engine 

limited to 3800rpm, rear view camera failure... basically 
full meltdown. And after many shop visits under warranty I 
had just about had it. Then after a couple hours more 
inspection Autohaus made a discovery...

The left front wheel speed sensor wiring harness had been 
cut and the wires taped back together. Eventually we 
presume the wiring had loosened (with road vibration) and 
the intermittent disconnection of the sensor from the main 
wiring of the car presumably resulted in the crazy 
symptoms I was experiencing. Why a wheel sensor 
disconnection would result in a rev-limiter on the engine or 
failure of the rear-view camera is beyond me, but the VW 
tech said this is a thing.

The speed shop initially resisted taking responsibility for 
the cut wires, but nobody else has been in there and it had 
to have been them. So they have done the right thing and 
bought VW replacement parts to be installed by their Red 
Seal tech. I am hopeful that this will solve the dash 
meltdown issues once and for all. The last challenge will 
be to convince them to reimburse the $600 diagnostic bill 
from Autohaus. But I am a repeat customer of the speed 
shop and have spent several thousand dollars there over the 
years so I am hopeful they will make it right.

The lesson? I’m not sure. One might be “deal with speed 
shops that are trustworthy” but this one evidently cut wires 
and bodged a repair that eventually failed, without telling 
me. Another could be “don’t modify your vehicle” but 
where would the fun be in that??

Dallas   
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Words and Pictures by Haney Louka

OSOYOOS
GETAWAY

Story and photos by Peter and Anna Fuller

With the changes ongoing between Canada and the US, 
we felt organizing an option for club members to do 
some travel within Canada was something that would be 
of interest!  So in early March we began planning a trip 
to B.C.   

We consulted with the PCA B.C. Interior Region and 
made a connection with their President, Matt Stogryn 
who was exceptionally helpful with suggested routes, 
winery ideas and lunch spots. 

When we organized the trip, we thought members might 
want to combine the driving tour with some visiting with 
friends and family along the way, so we organized the 
official tour to start in Osoyoos, B.C. on June 2nd, with 
drives on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th.  

We made arrangements for the Red River Region 
members to stay at the World of Hyatt Spirit Ridge 
Resort in Osoyoos B.C.   The facility at Spirit Ridge 
offered an excellent base for our group.  The property 
offers condo style units, with one or two bedrooms, all 
with balconies.  There was underground parking which 
Porsche owners seem to really appreciate!  There were 
two pools and two hot tubs, a relaxing seating area 
around a fire pit and the grounds were very well kept.  
The firepit area seemed to be a popular evening 
debriefing location!



by Andy Tighe

photos by the author except where credited
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On arrival day we organized a casual pizza and salad 
dinner so everyone who was participating in the trip 
would have an opportunity to meet and socialize the 
evening before the scheduled drives and group tours 
occurred. 

On Day 1 we had a short but scenic drive with two 
organized tours.  The first was of Area 27 
Motorsports Park which is an exclusive membership-
based luxury motorsports club.  When organizing, 
we reached out to the General Manager to determine 
if we could arrange a tour.  Karla was exceptionally 
welcoming and we were able to arrange a tour for 
our group as well as parade laps, and we were lead 
around the track by their chief instructor.  Following 
parade laps, we were able to use their member dining 
area for lunch.  We were able to enjoy lunch on the 
beautiful deck with wonderful scenery and watch 
member cars going around the track!  It was a great 
way to kick off the trip for our club members!
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After a great experience at Area 27, the majority 
of the group headed down the road from the 
track (which is conveniently right in the middle 
of winery territory) to the Phantom Creek Estates 
Winery for a tour and tasting.  The tour was very 
educational and the facility had been extensively 
upgraded in 2020, which provided a very scenic, 
relaxing space to participate in a tasting. The 
winery space, the finishes and art were 
exceptional.  Everyone who participated enjoyed 
the afternoon.
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ADVERTISING IN RED RIVER RAMBLINGS

This
Space

for 
Rent

Business Card....................$25

Quarter-Page...................$50

Half-Page...............................$100

Full-Page.............................$200

Advertisements will run for one full year (six issues) and the rates 
listed are for the FULL YEAR.

Advertisement fees are payable in advance of publication. 
Please contact the Treasurer at treasurer@redriverpca.org

Classified advertisements will continue to be free for members, 
please see the Classifieds section for full details. 

Rates current as of the date of publication and are subject to change
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We didn’t organize a dinner for the evening 
of the first driving day, so everyone made 
arrangements for their own dinners either at 
the resort, or elsewhere in Osoyoos or Oliver.  
Quite a few members dined at the resort and 
some went to the Burrowing Owl Winery in 
Oliver.  Day 1 seemed to be a successful 
start!!

Drive day 2 took us through Osoyoos and up 
northwest to some very scenic, winding and 
very narrow roads.  Almost everyone said 
that this day of driving was one of the best 
they’d ever experienced!  We made our way 
to Okanagan Falls to a local hotel restaurant 
for lunch.  They had set us up in a separate 
area of the restaurant to spend time together 
as a group comparing notes about the drive!  
The food was outstanding and everyone had 
a chance to visit, including some time for 
pinball!
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After lunch we drove to the District 
Wine Village in Oliver which is a one-
of-a-kind village in wine country, 
highlighting wineries as well as a craft 
brewery and an ice cream shop.  The 
village is laid out with the buildings in 
a circular pattern.  It was a great 
afternoon stop to stretch legs and some 
ice cream sampling!
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For the evening on drive day 2, we had made a group 
reservation at a local Italian restaurant called 
Convivia Bistro.  They had a set menu with two 
choices of mains and two starter choices.  Dessert 
was included and the service and the food was very 
good.  This was a very nice wrap up to a great day!

Our final drive day was a longer drive, and we 
stopped after about an hour to have a restroom break 
or to enjoy a coffee.  During that break all of the 
members were happy to have time to gather in the 
parking lot and chat about the morning's drive!
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After our pit stop we headed into Kelowna for lunch - but 
we’d completely forgotten how to deal with traffice and 
parking issues by then!!  We had lunch right on the marina 
in Kelowna and after that the group had a free afternoon 
so many different directions and locations were covered 
by members.

We had received high recommendations for an ice cream 
spot in Okanagan Falls called Tickleberry's so we 
convinced Linda to join us for an ice cream stop on our 
way back to the resort!

For our final evening, we had a group dinner at the 
Diamond Steak & Seafood House in Osoyoos.  This 
allowed a chance for everyone to debrief about the week 
and chat about their plans heading back to Manitoba!  
Back at Spirit Ridge there was a final impromptu 
gathering at the fire pit to cap off the week!
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PORSCHE 
EXPERIENCE CENTRE
TORONTO
Story by Rob Eby, Photos by Rob Eby and Porsche

Porsche Experience Centre Toronto – Is Now Open!

Porsche Canada is proud to unveil the country's first Porsche 
Experience Centre (PEC) Toronto, officially launched in June 2025, 
located in Pickering, ON—just 40 km east of downtown Toronto. This 
one-of-a-kind facility brings the full thrill of Porsche performance to 
Canada.  The PEC is the 10th Porsche Experience Center in the world 
and is the third to open in North America.

Experiences & Pricing

Whether you're new to high-performance driving or a seasoned 
enthusiast, PEC Toronto has something for you. Experiences on offer 
include demo Laps with a professional driver - a high-speed passenger 
tour designed to showcase Porsche model dynamics—from $140 CAD 
per lap, and 90-minute instructor-led sessions, where you drive 
yourself under one-on-one guidance. This immersive experience starts 
at $850 CAD for the Macan, with prices slightly increasing depending 
on the model driven (driving a 911 Carrera S $1,200 CAD). The PEC 
also offers group and corporate programs with customizable options 
for teams, events, or exclusive private bookings—pricing varies based 
on group size and experience type. There's also a complimentary 
session for new Porsche owners. Any customer who has taken delivery 
of a new Porsche vehicle from January 1, 2025, will receive a free 
invitation for a 90-minute sessio with a Porsche instructor, in a vehicle 

equivalent to the one purchased. That offer is valid for 
two years after receiving the invitation.

All driving programs are guided by Porsche-certified 
instructors and include access to various track 
modules. These include a two-kilometer handling 
circuit, featuring the “Corkscrew” (Laguna Seca), 
Nürburgring Carousel, and Le Mans-style curves; a 
dynamics area and autocross course, ideal for testing 
Launch Control and handling techniques, and 
low-friction skid pads, both straight-line and circular, 
mimicking winter driving or drifting scenarios. 

Sessions typically begin with a safety briefing and 
warm-up before transitioning into modules like wet-
skid exercises and high-speed cornering.



15

But PEC Toronto isn't just a track—it's a full Porsche 
lifestyle destination featuring the Carrera Café where guests 
can enjoy artisanal coffee and gourmet treats; a Porsche 
Lifestyle Boutique with apparel, accessories, and collectibles 
(even with apparel, accessories, and collectibles (even 
LEGO builds!); a state-of-the-art simulators lab where 
guests can race virtually on iconic tracks on five simulators. 
The PEC also features a sustainable design, where 
geothermal heating/cooling and rooftop solar panels supply 
about 20% of its required power. 

Why You Should Go

- Drive the latest Porsche cars—911, Cayman, Macan, 
Taycan—with professional coaching.

- Learn real-world techniques like skid control, Launch 
Control, and performance driving.

- A complimentary experience for new Porsche owners.

- A premier venue for corporate outings, group bookings, or 
special events.

Booking & Planning

PEC Toronto operates Wednesday–Sunday, 8 a.m.–6 p.m., 
year-round.  To learn more, visit 
https://www.porsche.com/canada/en/motorsportandevents/ex
perience/toronto/

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.porsche.com%2Fcanada%2Fen%2Fmotorsportandevents%2Fexperience%2Ftoronto%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5fb39c08605f4843a63408ddb3567dbe%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638863906236155935%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yDxZUOPDJk5ym%2F4QHd1H0MOu85doBa4sDvNd01Gp90E%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.porsche.com%2Fcanada%2Fen%2Fmotorsportandevents%2Fexperience%2Ftoronto%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C5fb39c08605f4843a63408ddb3567dbe%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638863906236155935%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yDxZUOPDJk5ym%2F4QHd1H0MOu85doBa4sDvNd01Gp90E%3D&reserved=0
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CANCERCARE MANITOBA

Donation
Story by Dale Milne

I was pleased to present a cheque to 
CancerCare Manitoba for $3,000,00 on 
behalf of the Red River Region PCA. My 
thanks to Vice President Don De Beer and 
Treasurer Bernard Harfield for coming 
along.

As many of you know, this is a very personal 
thing for me.  I was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer in the fall of 2017.  It has 
definitely been a journey for myself and my 
family, I can't begin to express how 
important a part CancerCare Manitoba has 
played in my journey and those of many 
other Manitobans. The doctors, nurses, 
pharmacists and countless others play an 
instrumental role in dealing with cancer 
patients and families.

The mission of CancerCare is: In trusted 
partnership with donors and volunteers, to 
improve the lives of those affected by cancer 
through world class research, transformative 
advocacy and compassionate support.  
CancerCare sets itself apart from other 
cancer charities by taking a comprehensive 
approach against cancer.  They are the 
country's largest national charitable funder of 
research into all types of cancer. 

As your past president it is my honour to present this cheque to 
CancerCare on your behalf knowing the great work that they do.  I would 
like to thank everyone who attended the Holiday party and purchased 
raffle tickets to allow us to make this gift.  
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WINNIPEG RIVER HERITAGE MUSEUM
DRIVE & LUNCH

Story by Anna and Peter Fuller, pictures by the Fullers and destinationsdetoursdreams.com

Twenty-five members in 13 cars gathered for 
a drive through the northeastern part of the 
province to the Winnipeg River Heritage 
Museum in Ste. Georges MB. Everyone had 
an opportunity to view the museum which 
consists of two buildings with wonderful 
artifacts illustrating the history of the 
Winnipeg River people. 

The museum tells the story of the Winnipeg 
River, a remnant of Lake Agassiz, the large 
body of water left after the glaciers that 
covered much of Canada receded. 
Indigenous life, early exploration, the fur 
trade, pioneer life, agricultural life, the 
building of communities, tourism, logging 
and sawmills, and the San Antonio gold mine 
at Bissett are some of the topics covered in 
museum exhibits, murals, maps, artifacts, 
videos and displays.
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Following the museum visit, a wonderful lunch of 
fresh made sandwiches and salad was catered for our 
group. We had an early start and the weather was 
wonderful–it did get a bit smoky when we got close 
to Powerview-Pine Falls, but the smoke did clear off 
after lunch. We would like to thank the staff and the 
Director/Curator of the museum for the time they 
spent with our members to explain all of the exhibits. 
The museum is state of the art and we would 
encourage all of our members to visit as it was well 
worth the visit!

ST. LEON WIND FARM DRIVE Story and pictures by Anna and Peter Fuller
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A group of 18 cars met earlier than usual at the parking lot across from 
Frankie's near the Porsche dealer and from there we headed out to St. 
Leon. We had a pit stop in St. Claude and the restrooms were very well 
used! After the short stop we headed down Hwy 2, turning onto Hwy 
244 and then onto Hwy 23. A short distance down Hwy 23 we turned 
onto Chemin Messner which is the road to St. Leon. Thank you to 
member Tom Dobson for his suggestion to take the paved road! 

We pulled around a circular drive with an interpretive display about the 
wind farms. We all walked under a wind turbine and member Ken 
Klassen gave an extremely informative talk about power systems 
including hydroelectric, solar and more specifically wind technology! 
More thanks again to member Tom Dobson who came to the rescue of 
members with a tired battery by retrieving some jumper cables and 
getting them back onto the road! From there the group drove to Syl's 
Drive Inn in Carman and everyone enjoyed a casual lunch and visit 
before heading on their way home!



CUSTOM-FIT 
OUTDOOR 
VEHICLE COVER 
made of water-
repellent material 
with a colored 
Porsche Crest and 
PORSCHE logo. 
Anti-theft protection 
included.

Part number: 991 044 000 03. Fits all 991 II 
Turbo/Turbo S Coupes and Cabriolets. The cover is 
new and has never been used. $375.

Call Dave: 204-771-7808

.

986 Boxster front bumper cover 

Silver front bumper cover, from 2003 base Boxster, fits any 
base Boxster 99-04. Excellent condition, no cracks, includes 
grill inserts. Asking $400, would consider trade for GoPro or 
similar dash cam of equivalent value

Call Mark @ 204-794-4688 or email  black986@shaw.ca

 Porsche Wheel for sale

Specs are  8.5 J X 18 H 2   

ET-52

Fits 993 & 996 Models, 
Came off of a 1999 911 
(rear)

 Asking       obo.

 Call 

Set of 4 Porsche center caps 

off 20" Carrera S wheels. 

From Rhodium Silver 2014 Boxster 981.  

$125.00 perfect condition 

Les Duncan,  duncanleslie3@gmail.com

204-799-5261

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified ads are free to Red River Region/PCA membersfor items 
personally owned or sought by the member. No commercial 
ads.Ads must be 60 words or less and must include name and email 
address.One picture may be included per ad. Ads may be edited for 
space or content. Members may place multiple ads, but please be 
respectful of newsletter space by keeping your ads relevant to the 
Club audience. Deadline for classified ad submission is the 15th of 
the month prior to publication. Ads will run for one issue and may be 
renewed. Terms of sale and all other aspects of any transaction are 
the sole responsibility of the transacting parties. E-mail your ad to 
newsletter@redriverpca.org.
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Email Kevin: porscheclub@mac.com

Silver Shield 3L Car Cover
Indoor/Outdoor (normal weather) use
3-layer construction, micro-porous film
for breathability. Includes antenna patch 
and storage bag. Fits 2001 Porsche 996,
will fit other similar cars. 

Text 

PIRELLI SNOW TIRES 
FOR CAYENNE. Used 
one season on our 2018 
Cayenne. On Porsche 
rims. Tires are like new. 
255/55R18. Date codes 
1221. Asking  or best offer.  

Email

Your ad goes here...

...or here!

PORSCHE DESIGN BEACH 
TOWEL. Large 80" x 40”.  Long 
since discontinued.  Original 
Packaging. NEW—$199

PORSCHE PROFESSIONAL 
CYCLING SHIRT XL. Zip pocket 
with locking pull tab on back. 
Reflective Porsche lettering on back 
& front. Embossed crest on sleeve. 
Color accents. NEW—$249.

P O R S C H E  R A C I N G 
COLLECTION Umbrellas with 
auto open / close mechanism. 
From Europe. NEW—$99 each

SOL
DSO

LD

SOL
D

mailto:duncanleslie3@gmail.com


If you have an article and or photos you would like to submit for publication in Red River Ramblings,
please contact Dallas Ewen, Editor at newsletter@redriverpca.org

Driving Chairs
Peter and Anna Fuller
Drivingchair@redriverpca.org

Stephen Kemp

stvkemp@comcast.net

Past President 
Dale Milne
Past-president@redriverpca.org

Treasurer
Bernard Harfield

Treasurer@redriverpca.org

President
Rob Eby
President@redriverpca.org

Webmasters
Karim Shalaby and Samar Sallam 

Webmaster@redriverpca.org

Newsletter Editor
Dallas Ewen
Newsletter@redriverpca.org

Special Events
Bill McDonald
Specialevents@redriverpca.org

Membership
Mark Probyn

Membership@redriverpca.org

Meeting Schedule
Regular Club meetings occur on the first Wednesday of each month commencing at 7pm. 
Please feel free to come earlier for food and fellowship before the meeting.
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Statements appearing in issues of “Red River Ramblings” are those of the 

authors and not necessarily those of the Red River Region or PCA. The Red 

River Region is not responsible for any services or merchandise advertised 

herein. The word “Porsche” is used herein solely to identify a make of 

automobile and does not indicate an affiliation or relationship with the 

manufacturer or distributors.

Check  or watch your email!www.redriverpca.org

Zone 10 Midwest Representative

Secretary
Helmut Waedt
Secretary@redriverpca.org

Vice-President
Don DeBeer

Vicepresident@redriverpca.org

 6 August Monthly Meeting Selkirk Golf & Country Club

3 Sept Monthly Meeting The Gates

1 Oct Monthly Meeting The Gates                                                                                                      

Safety Chair
Gord Favelle

SafetyChair@redriverpca.org

http://www.redriverpca.org



