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models in 1/43 scale. Photo by Dave Crocker
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If you know someone who owns a 
Porsche, why not ask them to join the 

Club? 

Contact Membership Chair 

John Borody

Membership@redriverpca.org

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

JANUARY 2022*

Primary Members 160

Affiliate Members 95

Total Membership 255

PCA National:  144,553 members 

This has been the year of the never-
ending winter. I have made several 
attempts to get my car out of storage, 
only to be advised that yet another 
winter storm is on the way. Take heart, 
as warm weather is most assuredly just 
around the corner.

Although many of us still have our Porsches in 
storage, I encourage you to come out to our monthly 
meetings and other events. During the winter, our 
monthly meetings take place at Tony Roma's St. 
James. Members arrive between 6:00 -6:30 p.m. to 
enjoy dinner or drinks together, and at 7:00 p.m. we 
discuss club business, often including listening to a 
guest speaker. It's a wonderful way to meet fellow 
enthusiasts and make new friends in a relaxed setting. 
In May, we will start our summer meeting locations, 
which will be at different venues including The Gates 
on Roblin and Larter's Golf Club.

Please take a look at the Red River Region PCA 
website, as our webmasters, Karim Shalaby and Samar 
Sallam, have done a great job listing all of the 
upcoming events (https://redriverpca.org/events/).

Lastly, there are still a few spots open for the trip to 
Copper Point Resort, Invermere, BC. This tour is 
limited to 20 cars, and open only to Red River Region 
members. The dates are June 12-16 at Copper Point 
and for those who wish a one day extension, one 
additional night can be arranged at the Kananaskis 
Mountain Lodge. The registration form is available on 
our website.

George

Vic Elford
1935-2022

Former Porsche works sports car, rally, and Formula 
One racing driver “Quick” Vic Elford died of cancer 
on 13 March 2022 at the age of 86. Born in Peckham, 
London, to parents who ran a café, Elford started as a 
rally co-driver because he couldn’t afford to race. 
Despite his humble beginnings he won the European 
Rally Championship and a British Saloon Car 
championship in Porsche 911s after being plucked 
away from Ford by Porsche’s Huschke von 
Hanstein. He was a victor in the Rallye Monte Carlo, 
the 24-Hours of Daytona, the Targa Florio, and the 
1,000km of the Nurburgring - all in Porsche cars. He 
drove six different 917 models in 16 races from 1969 
to 1971, and drove 917s in Steve McQueen’s film 
“Le Mans”. He retired from racing in 1974 but 
continued a long association with Porsche. He 
leaves behind his wife, Anita.

*latest information available from PCA
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Well, in this space back in 
March, I said “welcome to 
Springtime!” Obviously this 
never happened, with lots of 
snow still on the ground on 
May 1, when I’m writing this 
column. A mighty snowstorm 

in April didn’t help, and the rain continues, making 
this April the second-wettest since 1872.

Soooo... this means my 911 still hasn’t turned a 
wheel this year - motorcycles neither. Clearly we’re 
moving straight from winter into summer, so at least 
we have that to look forward to. 

It’s going to be a great summer, too (well it had 
better be), but if it’s not, it won’t be for lack of 
trying. Our Club has a bunch of great events 
planned, including Cars & Coffee, local drives, the 
infamous Gimmick Rally, and the Return to the 
Rockies - please have a look at the schedule in this 
issue of Ramblings.

Back to “indoor news,” I have to thank many 
members of the Club for answering my call for 
content relating to their model car collections - in 
fact, I put a great photo by Dave Crocker on the 
cover! (Maybe I’m partial to white 911s, who knows 
:-). Anyway cheers to Dave, Bruce Froebe, Richard 
Wansbutter, Dan Torbiak, and David Breed for their 
contributions - beautiful models and much 
appreciated.

First up once the weather improves enough for 
driving will be to get the new tires on, then the old 
911 will be ready for the summer’s driving. I’m 
certainly looking forward to doing some of the Club 

events this summer. The little country drives are super-
fun and great for the car, and we seem to hit the best 
drive-in burger joints too.

Anyway I’m super-hopeful that the summer will be 
good - we certainly deserve it after the winter we had!

Dallas

flatsixes.com



4

VPS
OPEN
HOUSE

Words: Richard Wansbutter
Pics: Mik Parent/VPS

Vehicle Protective Solutions (Winnipeg) hosted the grand 
opening of their new shop on March 5, 2022. For those 
unfamiliar with VPS, they are a professional installer and 
distributor for paint protection film (PPF), ceramic 
coatings, window film and detail products, with over 25 
years of experience in the industry.

Given increased demand for VPS's services the company 
had to look for additional space. They moved just south of 
their previous facility and are now located at #3 – 70 
South Landing Drive – just off McGillivray Blvd. south of 
the city.

Mik Parent, Vice President, Operations, said the new 
facility is some 4500 square feet – over twice the size of 
the previous shop. The new location can accommodate up 
to 10 vehicles at a time.

The grand opening was a big success, with some 225 
people in attendance. Red River Region PCA members 
received invitations to the event and approximately 10 
members and associate members made it out.
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VPS services include:

!Paint protection film, including 
for matte paint

!Window tint, including nano-
ceramic

!Ceramic Pro ceramic coatings

!Paint correction

!Stek  Dynof l ex  windsh ie ld 
protection film

!Vinyl wrap and headlight/taillight 
tint

The food spread at the open house was quite something! A 
very nice, wrapped GT3 was also on display!

Red River Region PCA wishes all the best to Mik and his 
team in their new location!

Editor’s note: The Club will welcome Mik Parent to our May 
meeting for a presentation on VPS’s array of car protection 
products and services!
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by Chris Cushing | flatsixes.com

Story: Bradley Brownell  Pictures: Reuters

The Guardian

Competition... Watches?

Words and pics by Dan Torbiak

While the mighty Porsche 917 was establishing its 
reputation in endurance racing, a different 
competition played out among makers of high-
technology watches. It was the race to develop the 
first automatic (self-winding) chronograph. Even 
the iconic Rolex Daytona and Omega Speedmaster 
of the day had to be wound manually.

The race winners were Zenith and Heuer. The 
Zenith El Primero A384 is commonly accepted as 
the first automatic chronograph. “El Primero” is 
Spanish for “the first”. Zenith was and is a 
significant manufacturer — even Rolex used Zenith 
movements, including in the Daytona when the 
Daytona 'went automatic'. Heuer's Monaco Calibre 
11 finished second but is more famous — Steve 
McQueen wore one in the 1971 movie “Le Mans”. 
Both watches were re-issued and are still in 
production, though premium watches are very 
popular right now and often in short supply.
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Daily Mail

MV Grande America in 2019 - nautilusint.org

Felicity Ace - cbc.ca

Member Dan Torbiak owns one of each 
and has an offer to benefit charities. He 
will sell both watches at one-half their 
current new retail price to any 
interested Club member and 
immediately donate the full proceeds to 
the Canadian registered charity or 
charities of the purchaser's choice. As a 
Ukrainian-Canadian, he would be 
thrilled if the donees are charities that 
benefit the people of Ukraine and/or 
Ukrainian refugees. But the choice of 
the donee is the purchaser's alone.

Dan says the watches are in like-new 
condition. He is the original owner. 
They come with all purchase papers, 
boxes, manuals. He will be pleased to 
make the watches available for 
inspection by you and your trusted 
jeweller or watchmaker.

The Zenith's case size is 37mm, easily 
wearable by a man or woman. The 
Monaco is 'chunkier', more suitably 
worn by a man. Both would be 
standouts at spring Club events.

If you’re interested in buying one of 
both of these remarkable timepieces, 
please contact Dan directly: 
dtorbiak@gmail.com.

mailto:dtorbiak@gmail.com
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www.curbramps.com

Winnipeg (204) 298-2338



by Andy Tighe

photos by the author except where credited
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NEW ADDRESS
75 ARCHIBALD STREET
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By Dallas Ewen

INSIDE CAR STORAGE
SEASONAL

WINTER AND/OR SUMMER

HARDY

HAL HARDY
204.894.9149
call to reserve your space
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MORE
‘MAZING
MODELS

Dan Torbiak contributes his remarkable 1964 
Porsche 901 in 1:18 scale, from CMC Models. Dan 
reports that the model includes Retractable antenna; 
working gas flap. Removable wheel covers, lug nuts 
and wheels (a purpose-made wrench is included), 
simulated-wood steering wheel, plaid seats, and a 
rubber fan belt.  “Something new surprises me every 
time I examine it.”
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Story continues on page 18

Dave Crocker also has a soft spot 
for CMC’s 1:18 Porsche 901 - his 
is in green. Just check out that 
engine detail from the underside - 
remarkable.

Smaller scale models also have a 
place in Dave’s collection - his 
1:43 Lotus Elan and Porsche 
911SC grace the cover of this 
issue of Ramblings.

Part of Dave’s attraction to models 
goes back to his own automotive 

history. He picks up the 
story: 

“I quickly discovered 
that although I could 
afford to buy the car, I 
could not afford to run it.  
I still have a damaged 
camshaft somewhere in 
the garage as a reminder 
of youthful folly. So I 
reluctantly sold it and 
bought a Lotus Elan S4.  
That car taught me how 
to drive. Colin Chapman 

was a genius. 

“Sadly, life intervened and the 
Lotus sat idle for years while I 
moved back and forth across the 
country trying to stay employed. 
Eventually it became a trade for a 
Lotus 7. Today I just own Porsches 
and do not have enough garage 
space for anything else but I still 
look with nostalgia at the 

miniature reminders of 
days past. 

“The "7" diorama is a 
recreation of an old 
family garage on Point 
Rd. The fact that the 7 is 
undergoing maintenance 
is an accurate 
representation of its 
normal state!”

Continued on page 18 



SUMMERTIME IS HERE

May 7   Cars & Coffee, DeLuca’s South Landing

May 14   Drive to Skinners Lockport

June 2    Monthly Meeting, Larters

June 5   Gimmick Rally, details TBA

June 12-16  Return to the Rockies

June 12-18  Porsche Parade, Poconos PA

July 6   Monthly Meeting, The Gates

July 16   Drive to Treherne

August 3  Run for the Hills

September 11  Concours d’Elegance, The Gates   

14
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PAINT PROTECTION FILM

 

WINDOW FILM

WINDSHIELD FILM

PAINT CORRECTION

CERAMIC COATINGS

PAINTLESS DENT REPAIR

RETAIL WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION

INFO@VPSCANADA.COM

SERVICES

16
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Bruce Froebe submits two gorgeous 
Spark models in 1:18 scale - at left, the 
911 RSR that finished in eleventh place 
in GTE-pro at the 2018 Le Mans 24-hr 
race; and below, the 919 Hybrid that 
ultimately won the race overall in 2017.

Spark models are beautiful - really nice 
deco on these, and great subjects too.

Last issue, I hinted that this issue we’d look at some 
alternative models, like Lego. These are fantastic 
fun, and Lego is great because of the building 
involved. The smaller models only take an hour or 
90 minutes to build, and they’re super fun. 

However, I’m told that the larger Lego models can 
habe well over a thousand pieces. Now that’s a 
commitment that goes beyond just flashing a credit 
card!

Dan Torbiak built this Lego 911 Targa in 
approximately 1:12 scale. He reports that it took 
over 50 hours to build. It looks great Dan!
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TO BE CONTINUED...

David Breed sent in these 
pictures of his Lego Porsche 
Turbo.

This one’s still available 
from Lego.com. It weighs in 
at a healthy 1,458 pieces.

My own favourite Lego car models are from their “Speed 
Champions” series. These are inexpensive models - about 
$25 each - and about 275 pieces. They take about 90 
minutes to put together, and are great fun. The best part is - 
they look great! Apparently in a recent move, Lego moved 
to 8-stud wide construction on these models, and they are 
amazing, especially compared to the old Lego car models I 
used to build as a kid. Check some of them out below.

Stay tuned next time for great Formula One models 
from Richard Wansbutter, along with some words from 
Richard about his history with the Canadian Grand 
Prix. And in the meantime feel free to send me more 
pictures of your own super models!

Ferrari F8 Tributo

Lamborghini Countach

Koenigsegg Jesko

Mercedes-AMG Project One

Mercedes-AMG F1 W12
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986 Boxster front bumper cover 

Silver front bumper cover, from 2003 base Boxster, fits any 
base Boxster 99-04. Excellent condition, no cracks, includes 
grill inserts. Asking $400, would consider trade for GoPro or 
similar dash cam of equivalent value

Call Mark @ 204-794-4688 or email  black986@shaw.ca

22

 Porsche Wheel for sale

Specs are  8.5 J X 18 H 2   

ET-52

Fits 993 & 996 Models, 
Came off of a 1999 911 
(rear)

 Asking $250 obo.

 Call Rob @204-510-3272

Bridgestone Potenza RE 050A

265/35ZR19 (94Y)

DOT EJN7 N-1 Treadwear 140, 5/32"

Traction A, Temperature A

Wear is even, no cupping or bulges. Single tire only.

Asking $125.  Email Vern: snowbal@mymts.net

Set of 4 Porsche center caps 

off 20" Carrera S wheels. 

From Rhodium Silver 2014 Boxster 981.  

$125.00 perfect condition 

Les Duncan,   duncanleslie3@gmail.com

204-799-5261

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified ads are free to Red River Region/PCA membersfor items 
personally owned or sought by the member. No commercial 
ads.Ads must be 60 words or less and must include name and email 
address.One picture may be included per ad. Ads may be edited for 
space or content. Members may place multiple ads, but please be 
respectful of newsletter space by keeping your ads relevant to the 
Club audience. Deadline for classified ad submission is the 15th of 
the month prior to publication. Ads will run for one issue and may be 
renewed. Terms of sale and all other aspects of any transaction are 
the sole responsibility of the transacting parties. E-mail your ad to 
newsletter@redriverpca.org.

G e n u i n e  P o r s c h e  R o o f 
Transport System for 987 
Cayman. Attach your bike rack, 
luggage carrier, etc. Locks to car 
with key. 

$1,100 brand-new price.

 Asking $250 OBO. 

Happy to show over FT or Zoom, or in person.  

Call Dan:  (204) 291-3553

2000 Porsche 911 Carrera 2

Cabriolet

Ocean blue metallic, granite 
grey interior, 217,000km

Tiptronic transmission

This car has many new interior 
and exterior trim parts. Brand new Porsche short block(not a 
rebuild) at 160,000 km. Porsche Dealer safety completed June 
11, 2021. Well maintained and cared for over the last 10 years 
courtesy Porsche Centre Winnipeg

 Email Don: don.debeer@1tkg.com

991.2 Winter Tire Set

For offer at $3500 is a lightly used 
(approx. 4,000kms) Porsche OEM 
19" Winter Tire package for the 
911 (991.2 wide body). 

Tires are Continental 
ContiWinterContacts. Also includes 
OEM Centre Caps and TPMS. 

Rims are ceramic coated and in 
wonderful condition.  Please email Jason at 
jrba@mts.net.

Porsche Drivers’ Selection Items

Most NLA from Porsche. Includes:

GT3RS Orange Porsche Script/Logo Umbrella 
$150

Porsche Professional Cycling Jersey L/XL $299

Porsche Rotatable Brake Disc keychain 
(1st version) $99

Dealer-only Porsche CPO license plate $59

Carrera RS tumbler set in Porsche box $250

All brand new.

Contact  to arrange shipping porscheclub@mac.com
or pickup

SOL
D

mailto:duncanleslie3@gmail.com
mailto:porscheclub@mac.com


If you have an article and or photos you would like to submit for publication in Red River Ramblings,
please contact Dallas Ewen, Editor at newsletter@redriverpca.org

Librarian
Currently Vacant
Historian@redriverpca.org

Stan Thorne

sthorne carguy@gmail.com.

Past President 
Dennis Duncan
Past-president@redriverpca.org

Treasurer
Richard Wansbutter

Treasurer@redriverpca.org

President
George Derwin
President@redriverpca.org

Webmasters
Karim Shalaby and Samar Sallam 

Webmaster@redriverpca.org

Newsletter Editor
Dallas Ewen

Newsletter@redriverpca.org

Special Events
Helmut Waedt
Specialevents@redriverpca.org

Membership
John Borody

Membership@redriverpca.org

Meeting Schedule
Regular Club meetings occur on the first Wednesday of each month commencing at 7pm. 
Please feel free to come earlier for food and fellowship before the meeting.
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Statements appearing in issues of “Red River Ramblings” are those of the 
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herein. The word “Porsche” is used herein solely to identify a make of 

automobile and does not indicate an affiliation or relationship with the 

manufacturer or distributors.

Check  or watch your email!www.redriverpca.org

Zone 10 Midwest Representative

Secretary
Linda Hogue
Secretary@redriverpca.org

Vice-President
Chris Hewitt

Vicepresident@redriverpca.org

June 2, 2022 Larters Golf Club 

July 6,  2022 The Gates on Roblin

August 3, 2022 Larters Golf Club

http://www.redriverpca.org



