
JULY/AUGUST 2021

Gimmick Rally Report
West-Coast Road Trip Windup

Birthday Drive-By



TABLE OF CONTENTS

President’s Column.............................................2

Editor’s Column.................................................3

B i r t h d a y  D r i v e - B y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Making Sense of Porsche Brake Colors.................6

West-Coast Road Trip Part 4...............13

Gimmick Rally Report.........................................15

Classifieds....................................................21

Ad Index/Contacts/Meeting Schedule.................23

On the Cover... Spotted at the Gimmick Rally

Photo by the George Derwin

P
R

E
S

ID
E

N
T

’S
  C

O
L

U
M

N
P

R
E

S
ID

E
N

T
’S

 C
O

L
U

M
N

2

If you know someone who owns a 
Porsche, why not ask them to join the 

Club? 

Contact Membership Chair 

John Borody

Membership@redriverpca.org

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

JULY 2021

Primary Members 162

Affiliate Members 100

Total Membership 262

PCA National:  140,790 members 

In a short while, we anticipate the 
spectre of Covid-19 public health 
restrictions to be gradually lifted, and 
we will all breathe a collective sigh of 
relief that we will be able to resume our 
lives as close to normal as possible. Our 
club has been careful to follow the 
prevailing public health restrictions, as 

the last thing we want is to put our members 
unnecessarily at risk.

Our “Old Winnipeg” gimmick rally was a tremendous 
success, notwithstanding the fact that the route had to be 
changed three times due to the start of Winnipeg's 
famous construction season.

Now that summer has arrived, your board of directors is 
pleased to present an exciting list of events we have 
been putting together for the rest of the year. It is a 
combination of some of the trips we went on in previous 
years, such as Lockport, and a drive to the Carman. We 
will email details to members, and we will post 
additional details on the region's website at 
www.redriverpca.org

Our Saturday mornings, Cars and Coffee meetings at De 
Luca's will resume once the government permits larger 
gatherings on private property. Details as to these 
meetings will be circulated to the membership by email.

 We plan to have the following upcoming events:

•“Drive the Red River” - Saturday July 24 10:00 am 
(meet at 23 Rivergate Drive at 10:00 am, and depart at 
10:15 am).  The route will entail driving north on 
Henderson Hwy to Lockport, and then loop south onto 
River Road Heritage Parkway, and end at Larters at St. 
Andrews, 30 River Rd, St. Andrews.

•Run for the Hills (sold out) Black Hills, South Dakota, 
August 26 – 28, 2021.   

•Concours is September 12, 2021 from 3:00 – 8:00 pm at 
Niakwa Golf and Country Club.  The back parking lot has been 
reserved.  Dinner will be included.

•The Shed Automobile Museum - A day trip is planned for 
September 18, 2021 to go to Warroad, Minnesota to visit The 
Shed Car Museum. The Canada-US border is expected to be 
open by then. 

•Holiday Banquet is Saturday, November 27 at Manitoba Club. 
This year we will have a 1920s Great Gatsby theme. Members 
are encouraged to wear 1920s themed outfits if they wish!  

If you have any questions about any of the events, please do 
not hesitate to contact me.

I hope to see you all at one of the club's future events, drives, 
dinners, or meetings, and wish you all safe and FUN motoring 
this driving season!

George Derwin

http://www.redriverpca.org
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I recently sold one of my 
motorcycles. Not an unusual 
experience - you advertise in the 
usual places, get some interested 
responses, arrange to show the 
bike, about half of the people who 
made appointments show up, 

eventually you make a deal with a buyer, cash changes 
hands and the deal is done.

Although I’ve sold a few cars and bikes in the past, this 
experience was actually pretty different. Let me explain.

The motorcycle I was selling was my 2008 Ducati 848 
Superbike. This was the first production year for 
Ducati’s “junior superbike”, which shared its chassis 
with the flagship machine, the 1098. It was no slouch in 
the performance department either, though - its L-Twin 
engine produced 134 horsepower and the bike weighed 
in at a claimed 370lbs dry. This provided explosive 
performance - 0-60mph in 2.9s, quarter-mile in 10.5s at 
132mph, top speed 159mph. By any measure, this is a 
high-performance machine; a bike for an experienced (if 
not expert) rider.

But amazingly, my advertisement seemed to attract the 
very opposite. One young fellow came to see the 848 
accompanied by a more experienced biker friend. He 
climbed aboard and as the bike rolled forward slightly, 
he pulled in the left lever and seemed surprised as the 
bike failed to slow. “Your brakes not working?” he 
asked, as his biker friend shook his head sadly... “that’s 
the clutch lever bud.” This guy in his twenties had no 
motorcycle endorsement on his license, had obviously 
never ridden a motorcycle before, and figured a Ducati 
superbike would be a suitable first bike. When I 
suggested maybe a Ninja 300 might be a good learner 
bike instead, he said he didn’t want something he was 
going to “grow out of.”  

He wasn’t even the only learner to come see the 
bike. In car terms, a new 911 Turbo makes 572 
horsepower in a package weighing 3646lbs. To have 
an equivalent power-to-weight ratio to the 848, the 
Turbo would need to make nearly 1,200 
horsepower. Plus, the Turbo has any number of 
driver aids missing from the 848 (which has none), 
and it won’t fall over if left unattended. No-one 
would suggest a Turbo as a first car, so why do 
people think a 134-horsepower superbike is a 
suitable first bike?

That’s a question it would take more space than I 
have here to answer. Suffice to say that I sold the 
848 to a relatively sensible young man who actually 
had a motorcycle license and who I thought wasn’t 
likely to kill himself on it within a week. I reckon 
I’ll count that as a win.

Dallas

flatsixes.com
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You say it’s your

BIRTHDAY
Story and photos by George Derwin

During the pandemic, we encouraged our member to 
take part in Drive-By Birthday Parades to have a 
community event while staying within the Manitoba 
physical distancing guidelines. 

On Friday, May 7, members of our club gathered for a 
Drive-By Birthday Parade to help fellow member 
Tracee Mellon celebrate her son's 16th birthday. 
Members drove their cars past the Mellon household, 
honking and shouting birthday wishes to the friends 
and family lining the boulevard.  

It was a great to see the reaction of all the young 
people, who thoroughly enjoyed the Porsche parade.
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DRIVE-BY
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Making Sense of

PORSCHE BRAKE COLORS

by Chris Cushing | flatsixes.com

Porsche was not the first company to offer disc brakes. 
That honor goes to the lowly Crosley Hotshot back in 
1948! Indeed, Porsche began offering disc brakes in 
1962, the same year that Studebaker introduced a 
Bendix system on the Avanti. Porsche had been using 
rotors and calipers on racing cars for a few years by 
the time it introduced them for consumer road cars in 
1962. Despite being a bit late to the game, Porsche has 
always taken disc brake development very seriously. 
Beginning with the somewhat oddball annular-style 
discs used on the 1962 Carrera 2, all the way through 
the most modern PCCB systems, Porsche has kept 
themselves at the forefront of brake development.

Today, Porsche offers several types of brakes across 
its model range. For ease of identification, these 
systems are color coded. Each system gets a unique 
caliper color to help identify which system is in use.

Black: The Standard Brake

In modern Porsche parlance black calipers signify the 
standard brake package. In a 911, for instance, this 
means 330mm cast front and rear rotors with cast 
monobloc calipers front and rear. Incidentally, black 
was the first color used on Porsche brake calipers, 
with black cast aluminum calipers first appearing on 
the 928 and 911 in the late 1970s. For lesser models, 
this signified upgraded brakes from the often 
unfinished standard calipers. For example, where a 
standard 944 used zinc plated single piston calipers, 
the Turbo, Turbo S and S2 used black-finished cast 
aluminum calipers.

Today, black calipers are the standard brakes on any 
Porsche model.

Silver and Red: The “S” Brake

The standard brakes used on Porsche “S”  models come 
finished in either silver or red. Typically the 718, 911, Taycan, 
and Panamera use red calipers, while the Macan and Cayenne 
use silver for this stage. This shift in colors also signifies the 
first brake upgrade. For instance, a base Macan uses a 345mm 
front brake rotor with a 4-piston monoblock caliper. Moving 
the S model nets both a larger disc, and a more powerful 6-
piston brake caliper.

Curiously, while the colors change from model to model, this 
does not always signify that the brakes themselves are 
substantially different. For instance, both the base 718 
Cayman and 718 Cayman S use the same 4-piston front and 
rear calipers, clamping the same size 330mm front and 
300mm rear brake rotors. Similarly, GTS-branded models of 
the Macan and Cayenne also use red calipers, despite being 
the same construction as the silver examples on the S.  
Consult the model specification sheet for the model you are 
interested in to see if that particular S model includes larger 
brakes. [Continued on page 12]
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CurbRamps
www.curbramps.com Help avoid impact damage 

from your vehicle’s front end 
hitting the driveway!

Designed to help you get your 
precious car on and off your 

driveway. Sports cars, lowered cars, 
absolutely all cars benefit from the 
use of curb ramps to eliminate the 

impact at the street curb.

Winnipeg (204) 298-2338

Other Products:

 SPEEDBUMPS

 PARKING LOT CURBS

 5.5" INDUSTRIAL RAMPS

 3.5" GARAGE RAMPS

 2.5" HOSE GUARD SPEEDBUMPS

 1.5" INTERIOR THRESHOLD RAMPS

CurbRamps are 46.5"W x 16"D x 3"H, weight 40lbs each. 

Two CurbRamps recommended for most applications.

Successfully used for 20 years and counting.

Polyethylene straps reduce shifting.

CurbRamps fit all residential curbs.

CALL (204) 298-2338

Winnipeg Delivery $25 - www.curbramps.com



by Andy Tighe

photos by the author except where credited
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By Dallas Ewen

INSIDE CAR STORAGE
SEASONAL

WINTER AND/OR SUMMER

HARDY

HAL HARDY
204.894.9149
call to reserve your space
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Acid Green: The Hybrid Brakes

Green brakes are used almost* exclusively on Porsche 
hybrid models, including the 918 Hypercar. In this instance, 
the color of the brakes does not necessarily indicate the type 
of disc brake system in use. This typically indicates that the 
car is equipped with regenerative braking, though not 
always, as the Taycan electric models all have regenerative 
braking, but don’t use the Acid Green (which is honestly a 
shame).

*The only exception to this rule thus far is the 997 Turbo S 
Edition 918 Hybrid. This model was sold as an add-on for 
918 Hybrid buyers, and was finished to match the 918. As 
such, this model uses acid green brake calipers, but does not 
feature a hybrid system.

Yellow: Porsche Carbon Ceramic Brakes

These are the top brakes in the Porsche lineup. First 
launched on the 996 GT2 road car in 2001, Porsche’s 
Carbon Ceramic discs are able withstand significantly 
higher temperatures than their grey iron counterparts. These 
brakes are formed using ceramic bonded with carbon fiber. 
The ceramic provides the heat resistance in the rotor, while 
the bonded carbon filament provides the strength.

These brakes are available in virtually all Porsche 
models, ranging from the base Boxster, all the way to 
the top 911s, Panamera and Cayenne. In addition to 
shedding more heat, carbon ceramic brakes weigh up 
to 50% less than standard brake rotors. This weight 
reduction decreases unsprung weight, sharpening 
cornering and improving ride quality.

Though they are a very expensive option, these 
brakes offer superior fade resistance, and an increased 
lifespan compared to their iron counterparts.

White: Porsche Surface Coated Brakes

A relatively new offering joining the options list in 
2019, Porsche’s white calipers offer superior braking 
performance while reducing dusting properties and 
curbing wear. Add in that it’s not quite as expensive as 
the carbon ceramics, and these are the brake version 
of a Jack of all trades. To get all of this in one brake, 
Porsche starts with a standard galvanized grey-iron 
brake. With a process that Porsche has been using to 
coat the insides of its cylinder walls since the 991.2 a 
few years ago, technicians shoot tungsten carbide 
particles at supersonic speeds toward the rotor, then a 
special laser superheats the particles and they fuse to 
the face of the rotor. With this coating, Porsche says 
its PSCB rotors are 10 percent harder, last 30 percent 
longer, and produce 90 percent less brake dust. That’s 
why the caliper is white, so Porsche can emphasize 
just how dust-free these brakes are!
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WEST COAST ROAD TRIP Part 4

Story and Pictures by Paul Sadowski

*

*Pre-COVID of course

The weather we had was amazing, we didn't get a single spot 
of rain until we came back to Manitoba, and even then it was 
more of a heavy mist than an actual shower. Got quite the tan 
and racoon eyes from my glasses, top down for the majority of 
the trip.

And that about covers it. It's been one hell of an adventure.

Oh, and you know those pop songs that brag about going 20 
over the limit or 90 on the highway? Yeah, that's just Tuesday 
on the west coast, big deal. Speed limits in general seemed 
more like an abstract concept out west, definitely not enforced 
with the same gusto they have in the Prairies.

Nothing to see here. No really, it's fields and straight roads 
forever.

But once we got to Manitoba, now these are MY fields and 
straight roads. 
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And we're back home with this 
lovable goofball!

Some closing thoughts on the Boxster as the vehicle for a 
roadtrip of this scale:

- While it's not a grand tourer, the seats are comfortable 
and the cabin is roomy enough. There is not a lot of 
accessible storage space so plan accordingly, my car has 
the Bose audio package which replaces the rear cubby 
compartment with speakers, which while improves the 
sound system removes a considerable amount of interior 
storage in an already minimalist interior. Heated seats are 
a must on colder mornings and evening, and having a 
variety of hats and toques is a great idea to block out the 
sun and keep our heads warm respectively.

- Interior cabin can be loud on the highway, below 
~110kph it's fine, but once you start getting above that the 
road noise and wind noise get a little excessive especially 
if you're doing long stretches. We balanced this issue by 
using noise cancelling headphones which did a good job 
of cutting out the road noise while still allowing us to 
converse and listen to music (noise cancelling tech does 
really well with consistent low frequency noises, does 
almost nothing for speech and music)

- Frunk and Trunk are quite deep and can accommodate 
a lot of stuff for such a small car. Packing for two weeks 
wasn't too bad actually, we fit in with some room to 
spare. You do have to be mindful of what you pack and 
if you planned on going camping this would not be the 
right choice unless you went bare bones. If you don't 
have to transport a bulky walker I suspect camping gear 
would fit nicely in the trunk.

- Gas mileage is pretty good and the tank is a fair size. 
All days other than the long commute days were done on 
a single tank, filled up pretty much every night at the 
final destinations. Never had any range anxiety even 
when going through the more remote areas. Bladders are 
a more likely cause for stops than an empty tank.

- Even loaded up with all of our stuff it was blast to 
drive spritely on those twisty mountain and coastal 
roads. Felt exceptional balanced and the steering 
telepathic, plenty of grip. The main gripe is that most 
drivers would slow way down for the corners and then 
speed on the straights. Being the base model with the 
2.7l I do not have an abundance of power but it's plenty 
to spiritedly pass on the straights in spite of the other 
drivers reluctance to let me. California and Oregon were 
the best for this as some drivers pre-emptively pulled to 
the side to let me pass when they saw coming up behind 
them in the corners, I was definitely not tailing them or 
being a prick on the road, I think it was just a local 
thing? Either way it was a nice gesture and for the 
majority of the driving I was not stuck behind anyone 
which made for some memorable driving.

- A++ 100% would do again. Highly recommended.

[And if you do, we’d love to read about it Paul! Thanks 
for sharing your trip with us! -Ed]
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Gimmick Rally REPORT

Our “Old Winnipeg” gimmick rally 
was held Saturday morning on May 
16, 2021.

For those who have not participated 
in such an event, a gimmick rally is 
a fun driving event where 
participants are provided a list of 
questions to tasks and challenges 
while they drive around the city. 
You are permitted to use any type of 
vehicle you find comfortable. Team 
sizes may range from solo 
participants to entire families.

The start location this year was at 
570 Pembina and Grant, and 
initially sent teams through historic 
Osborne Village to look for clues. 
There was a stop at the Legislative 
Building, where participants 
enjoyed a walk around the scenic 
grounds.  This was particularly 
enjoyable, as the weather could not 
have been nicer. Many of us seldom 
take the opportunity to see this 
gorgeous park hidden in plain view. 
From there, the participants saw the 
Hugh John McDonald house, 
Broadway, and the famous hotel 
where Charlie Chaplin would stay 
when performing in Winnipeg. The 
gimmick rally ended at the old St. 
Boniface City Hall.  

Rally winners Gail and Murray Enns (L)
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Teams were quite competitive, and it was hard to predict the winner 
until the very end. Our winners received a bottle of wine and a box of 
Morden's chocolates. 

The podium:

1.Gale & Murray Enns

2.David & Kim Hackbart (this team was last year's first place 
winner)

3.Marc & Nicole Normandeau

Next year our gimmick rally will be outside Winnipeg.



17

TO BE CONTINUED...
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PAINT PROTECTION FILM

 

WINDOW FILM

WINDSHIELD FILM

PAINT CORRECTION

CERAMIC COATINGS

PAINTLESS DENT REPAIR

RETAIL WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION

INFO@VPSCANADA.COM

SERVICES



NEW ADDRESS
75 ARCHIBALD STREET

21

ADVERTISING IN RED RIVER RAMBLINGS

Advertisements will run for one full year (six issues) and the rates 
listed are for the FULL YEAR.

Advertisement fees are payable in advance of publication. 
Please contact the Treasurer at treasurer@redriverpca.org

Classified advertisements will continue to be free for members, 
please see the Classifieds section for full details. 

Rates current as of the date of publication and are subject to change

This
Space

for 
Rent

Business Card....................$25

Quarter-Page...................$50

Half-Page...............................$100

Full-Page.............................$200
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986 Boxster front bumper cover. Silver front bumper 
cover, from 2003 base Boxster, fits any base Boxster 99-
04. Excellent condition, no cracks, includes grill inserts. 
Asking $400, would consider trade for GoPro or similar 
dash cam of equivalent value

Call Mark @ 204-794-4688 or email  black986@shaw.ca

22

 Porsche Wheel for sale

Specs are  8.5 J X 18 H 2   

ET-52

 Fits 993 & 996 Models, Came 
off of a 1999 911 (rear)

 Asking $250 obo.

 Call Rob @204-510-3272

Bridgestone Potenza RE 050A

265/35ZR19 (94Y)

DOT EJN7 N-1 Treadwear 140, 5/32"

Traction A, Temperature A

Wear is even, no cupping or bulges. Single tire only.

Asking $125.  Email Vern: snowbal@mymts.net

Set of 4 Porsche center caps 

off 20" Carrera S wheels. 

From Rhodium Silver 2014 Boxster 981.  

$125.00 perfect condition 

Les Duncan,   duncanleslie3@gmail.com

204-799-5261

1982 Porsche 928

4.5 litre V8, 5-sp 
manual trans.

$10,500 OBO. Call Ray for more information. 

204-229-3928

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified ads are free to Red River Region/PCA membersfor items 
personally owned or sought by the member. No commercial 
ads.Ads must be 60 words or less and must include name and email 
address.One picture may be included per ad. Ads may be edited for 
space or content. Members may place multiple ads, but please be 
respectful of newsletter space by keeping your ads relevant to the 
Club audience. Deadline for classified ad submission is the 15th of 
the month prior to publication. Ads will run for one issue and may be 
renewed. Terms of sale and all other aspects of any transaction are 
the sole responsibility of the transacting parties. E-mail your ad to 
newsletter@redriverpca.org.

2002 Porsche 996 Carrera 2

100k km, 6-sp manual trans. $34,000 OBO

Contact Joe: 996blk@gmail.com

G e n u i n e  P o r s c h e  R o o f 
Transport System for 987 
Cayman. Attach your bike rack, 
luggage carrier, etc. Locks to car 
with key. 

$1,100 brand-new price.

 Asking $250 OBO. 

Happy to show over FT or Zoom, or in person.  

Call Dan:  (204) 291-3553

2000 Porsche 911 Carrera 2

Cabriolet

Ocean blue metallic, granite 
grey interior, 217,000km

Tiptronic transmission

This car has many new interior 
and exterior trim parts. Brand new Porsche short block(not a 
rebuild) at 160,000 km. Porsche Dealer safety completed June 
11, 2021. Well maintained and cared for over the last 10 years 
courtesy Porsche Centre Winnipeg

 Email Don: don.debeer@1tkg.com

2007 Porsche Carrera 4S

Cabriolet

4 4 , 0 0 0 k m ,  U S  m o d e l , 
Tiptronic, Atlas Grey Metallic 
with Metropol Blue top over 
Sand Beige Natura l  Ful l 
Leather interior with contrasting navy blue stitching and 
matching tan leather dial faces – truly stunning. Car was 
awarded Best In Class – Water Cooled at the 2018  Club 
Concours d’Élégance. Meticulously maintained.

Original sticker was over $120K USD; Asking $74,900.00.  

Call Guy: (204) 771-3092

mailto:duncanleslie3@gmail.com


If you have an article and or photos you would like to submit for publication in Red River Ramblings,
please contact Dallas Ewen, Editor at newsletter@redriverpca.org

Librarian
Lloyd Richardson
Historian@redriverpca.org

Stan Thorne

sthorne.carguy@gmail.com

Past President
Dennis Duncan
Past-president@redriverpca.org

Treasurer
Richard Wansbutter
Treasurer@redriverpca.org

Secretary
Eleanor Milne

Secretary@redriverpca.org

President
George Derwin
President@redriverpca.org

Webmaster
David Breed

Webmaster@redriverpca.org

Newsletter Editor
Dallas Ewen

Newsletter@redriverpca.org

Vice-President
Dale Milne

Vicepresident@redriverpca.org
Special Events
Helmut Waedt
Specialevents@redriverpca.org

Membership
John Borody

Membership@redriverpca.org

Meeting Schedule
Regular Club meetings occur on the first Wednesday of each month commencing at 7pm. 
Please feel free to come earlier for food and fellowship before the meeting.
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Statements appearing in issues of “Red River Ramblings” are those of the 

authors and not necessarily those of the Red River Region or PCA. The Red 

River Region is not responsible for any services or merchandise advertised 

herein. The word “Porsche” is used herein solely to identify a make of 

automobile and does not indicate an affiliation or relationship with the 

manufacturer or distributors.

Check  or watch your email!www.redriverpca.org

???

http://www.redriverpca.org



